Did you know that ?

Animals have rights!

Which rights?

The basic rights that we all consider as obvious for ourselves: the basic rights to live, to be free, not to be tortured or mistreated.

Rights?! Why that?

Because animals need their interests to be protected, which, at present, is totally looked down. Indeed… You just need to enter a slaughterhouse to realise this… 47 billion animals are killed behind these walls every year; as billion fish die suffocated in the fishing nets! (1)

Slaughterhouses… the smell inside is that of death, animals feel it, they understand… But the life they live before this nightmarish end is not better in any way: you have seen those violent images from the movie we’re broadcasting; this is the daily life of animals, their whole life long. The calf snatched from his/her mother, blows in the face of this pig who couldn’t walk faster, sheep crammed in a truck for days… A miserable life, shut away, squashed in cages from the factory farms. You could say it is better in the free range industry, that they have a beautiful life… Now imagine the shock for that animal who comes from a meadow who is directly thrown on the strip of the knife that will cut his/ her throat. S/He will feel, the same as others do, life fading away as his/her blood drops on the ground… As they see this, some will try to escape. But they won’t go far…

You can also think about vivisection, the leather and fur industries, hunting… So many activities that deprive animals of their life. What gives us the right to act this way?

How can we scorn their interests in such a way?

Only because we have decided to consider animals as resources that we can use the way we decide to. But they feel, exactly as we feel: pain, suffering, happiness, joy such as when you touch them, when they feel loved or just feel free… indeed, they don’t want to be tortured and killed! They enjoy life, as much as we do!

What can we do?

Once one has understood the necessity to consider animals for who they are and not as means to our ends, one will want to do things to help them. Many will try to discourage you, pretending you cannot change anything…

Yet…

A vegetarian spares a average number of 4004 animals during his/her lifetime by choosing a vegetarien diet (1). By choosing a vegan diet (2&3) he can save much more. You can also choose synthetic materials and refuse to use products tested on animals. …With a greater number of vegans the recognition of the animal rights issue can be globally brought up.

Nothing obliges us to support the slaughter that is only justified by the law of the strongest due to the habit of considering animals as properties. Meat, this part of their body we’re stealing, for our own delight, means a sad, painful and shorten life to them. Through our daily consumption, we can spare them such a life.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

1. We ignore the accurate number of fish killed since they are numbered in tonnes not by individual (90 million tonnes in 2003)

2. The vegetarian and vegan diets are safe for the human health such as found in a study from the AAD (nov.97): “The official position of the AAD is that good balanced diets are good for the health, suitable in the nutrition (…). The vegetarian and vegan diets, if well conceived are appropriated to any age along the life, even during pregnancy and lactation.”

3. Veganism is a diet based on the  consumption of vegetal products only, it does not include animals ingredients (milk, dairy….)
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